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by congratulating me on my wisdom in staying away from
the Ansperghers' house.
*You don't know that girl,' he said; Vou would have
fallen deeper and deeper in love, and she would have beg-
gared you before she was done with you.'
*You must think me a fool; if she had been amiable I
should have been grateful, but not extravagant, in my marks
of appreciation. I am not the man to be beggared by a
creature like that.3
CI am glad to hear ft. Then you have made up your
mind not to see her again? She has cost you a hundred
guineas, and you have not had so much as a single kiss
for it! She boasts now that she has taken you in. I will
tell you now why I frequent this house. It is not, as you
think, because I take part in their schemes. It was I who
introduced her to Morosini, the Venetian minister. He took
a house for her, and gave her fifty guineas a month. I
made some little conditions for myself. Morosini remained
one year in England. After him Miss Charpillon lived with
Lord Baltimore, Lord Grosvenor, the Portuguese minister,
de Saa, and others, but has not fulfilled any of her engage-
ments with me. I shall never leave until she does; and I
warn you again that they are plotting to get hold of you,
And they will succeed unless you are very careful.3
'Tell the mother there is another hundred guineas at her
disposal, if her daughter will be civil to me/
I kept the scamp to dinner, for he was likely to be of use
to me in the kind of life I was leading. He was a devil for
tricks, and not without a certain cleverness. He wrote several
books which were not so bad; he was then at work on his
Chinese Sfy.
The next day, when she was certainly far from my
thoughts, in came Miss Charpillon, accompanied by a plain
young woman, whom she presented as Miss Lorenzi, and
who soon withdrew discreetly.
*Is it true/ began Miss Charpillon, % it true you told
Goudar to offer rny mother a hundred guineas for me?*